
Pastor’s page: Mary’s Month: Sexism and Women in the Church -“There is neither male 
nor female, for all of you are one in Christ.” (Galatians 3:27) 

      In the first century Mediterranean world, division was present racially, socially and by 
gender. Paul wants to make clear that these barriers to union have been broken down by 
our baptism into Christ. We have become a new creation, clothed with the glory of God. 
“For all of you who were baptized into Christ clothed yourself with Christ.” 

      The ministry of Jesus was particularly remarkable for his inclusion of women as his 
disciples. Rabbis did not have female disciples. In the Gospel accounts, women were the 
first eyewitnesses of the empty tomb. “Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James and the other women with them who told this to the apostles (that the tomb 
was empty and two men in dazzling garments had told them “He is not here, but he has 
risen”); but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.” (Luke 24. 
11). Women in the ancient world were not considered reliable witnesses!  

      The world of antiquity was dominated by males. Only men had a voice in the political 
arena. Women were secluded and protected by the males in the extended family. Few 
women were literate. We do not have any women’s writings from the ancient world. Women 
socialized with women. Their bonds with one another were more powerful than those 
between husband and wife. When a woman married, she gained status and security in her 
husband’s family, only through the birth of a son. And it was her son who would grow to 
maturity, and be the strongest emotional bond and most important person in her life; far 
more than her husband. A male child gave a woman status. Grown sons obeyed their 
mothers and were under their authority throughout life. 

      In our modern era, in the northern hemisphere, women have gained greatly in issues of 
equality. This is increasingly evident in politics, business, academia, sports and the 
military. But sexism remains an evil globally. Like racism, sexism wants to give certain 
roles to women, and deny them rights- based solely on their physical characteristics. 
Racism is the attitude that believes people are inferior because of the color of their skin. So 
sexism sees women as lesser beings. 

       Church leadership today is aware that sexism is a grave sin against half of the human 
race. Pope Francis has said that “Women must have a greater presence in the decision-
making areas of the church.” He started a commission to explore the possibility of women 
being ordained as deacons – giving women the ministry of Baptism, officiating at weddings, 
leading wake and committal services, and preaching.  In other words, a voice at the 
Eucharist, besides lector. He has already appointed women to Vatican offices in leadership 
positions – for the first time in history – most notably the Holy Office (CDF). 

       We need to be aware that a crisis is developing. The past 25 years have brought a 
steady loss in women’s commitment to the church. In 1987, 58% of Catholic women 



indicated that the church was among the most important parts of their life. By 1993 this 
had fallen to 49%, and in 2011 only 35% of women listed the church as one of the most 
important areas in their lives. How can our parish promote gender equality in ministry, 
and at the Eucharist?  

Peace, Father Bruce 

 


